
2.After deciding how long a delay is desired before the explosive device is to go off, add about « an inch to the premeasured amount of fuse, 
and cut it off. 

 
3.Carefully remove the cardboard matches from the paper match case. Do not pull off individual matches; keep all the matches attached to the 

cardboard base. Take one of the cardboard match sections, and leave the other one to make a second igniter. 
 
4.Wrap the matches around the end of the fuse, with the heads of the matches touching the very end of the fuse. Tape them there securely, 

making sure not to put tape over the match heads. Make sure they are very secure by pulling on them at the base of the assembly. They 
should not be able to move. 

 
5.Wrap the cover of the matches around the matches attached to the fuse, making sure that the striker paper is below the match heads and 

the striker faces the match heads. Tape the paper so that is fairly tight around the matches. Do not tape the cover of the striker to the fuse 
or to the matches. Leave enough of the match book to pull on for ignition. 

 
 
    _____________________ 
    \                   / 
     \                 /  ------  match book cover 
      \               / 
       |    M|f|M ---|------- match head  
       |    A|u|A    | 
       |    T|s|T    | 
       |    C|e|C    | 
       |tapeH|.|Htape| 
       |     |f|     | 
       |#####|u|#####|-------- striking paper 
       |#####|s|#####| 
       \     |e|     / 
        \    |.|    / 
         \   |f|   / 
          \  |u|  / 
          |ta|s|pe| 
          |ta|e|pe| 
             |.| 
             |.| 
             |_| 
 
The match book is wrapped around the matches, and is taped to itself. The matches are taped to the fuse. The striker will rub against the 

matcheads when the match book is pulled. 
 
6.When ready to use, simply pull on the match paper. It should pull the striking paper across the match heads with enough friction to light them. 

In turn, the burning matcheads will light the fuse, since it adjacent to the burning match heads. 
 

HOW TO MAKE BLACKMATCH FUSE: 
Take a flat piece of plastic or metal (brass or aluminum are easy to work with and won't rust). Drill a 1/16th inch hole through it. This is your die 
for sizing the fuse. You can make fuses as big as you want, but this is the right size for the pipe bomb I will be getting to later. 
 
To about « cup of black powder add water to make a thin paste. Add « teaspoon of corn starch. Cut some one foot lengths of cotton thread. 
Use cotton, not silk or thread made from synthetic fibers. Put these together until you have a thickness that fills the hole in the die but can be 
drawn through very easily. 
 
Tie your bundle of threads together at one end. Separate the threads and hold the bundle over the black powder mixture. Lower the threads 
with a circular motion so they start curling onto the mixture. Press them under with the back of a teaspoon and continue lowering them so they 
coil into the paste. Take the end you are holding and thread it through the die. Pull it through smoothly in one long motion. 
 
To dry your fuse, lay it on a piece of aluminum foil and bake it in your 250ø oven or tie it to a grill in the oven and let it hang down. The fuse must 
be baked to make it stiff enough for the uses it will be put to later. Air drying will not do the job. If you used Sodium Nitrate, it will not even dry 
completely at room temperatures. 
 
Cut the dry fuse with scissors into 2 inch lengths and store in an air tight container. Handle this fuse carefully to avoid breaking it. You can also 
use a firecracker fuse if you have any available. The fuses can usually be pulled out without breaking. To give yourself some running time, you 
will be extending these fuses (blackmatch or firecracker fuse) with sulfured wick. 
 
Finally, it is possible to make a relatively slow -burning fuse in the home. By dissolving about one teaspoon of black powder in about 1/4 a cup 
of boiling water, and, while it is still hot, soaking in it a long piece of all cotton string, a slow -burning fuse can be made. After the soaked string 


